60’s and 70’s Alumni Reconnect with ISKL

This past weekend both ISKL campuses were enlivened by the enthusiasm, laughter and abundant stories of over forty alumni with a long standing relationship with ISKL, having attended school in the late 1960’s and 1970’s. Although some of these former students presently reside in Malaysia, the vast majority live outside of Southeast Asia and traveled long distances to rekindle memories of their experiences at ISKL and in Malaysia. They arrived as a pleasant and engaging group of individuals curious about and interested in the school of their youth. They left with many renewed friendships and an enhanced love of their alma mater. Their honest affection for the school and their many wonderful stories about ISKL also reinforced our view that ISKL is a special school where a spirit of community and care is honored and nurtured.

The plans to bring these alumni back to Kuala Lumpur were in the works for many months. The efforts to bring people back were led by LeeAnn Letourneau ’74, Sally Tait ’79, Dave Kenney ’74, Louise Hobbs’75 and Director of Alumni Affairs, Toni Mullen. In tandem, they prepared a very full schedule for our visitors. LeeAnn, who now lives in Vancouver, Canada, was also the recipient of the first annual Distinguished Alumni Panther Pride Award, an award given to that “alumnus/a who exemplifies the highest standards and influences of the ISKL community, or has helped advance the future of ISKL or alumni community”.

Many of the alumni brought their spouses with them, and some brought their children and their parents as well. In all, over sixty people enjoyed visiting the Melawati and Ampang campuses and sights throughout the city.

For so many of these alumni, returning to Malaysia was a significant event, and we did our very best to make our visitors feel welcome and that they were “coming home.” There were ample opportunities to share stories with each other and to provide memories going back, in some cases, over forty years. They looked for familiar places and faces, and although the original school buildings are now gone, their visit did give them an opportunity to reconnect with former teachers and staff members. For some it meant establishing a new identity as a “third culture kid,” a condition unarticulated in the 1960’s and 1970’s, and for some it offered a chance to connect with their own children.

We believe our guests left reconnected to ISKL and appreciative of the role we played in bringing back fond memories for them and new images for their family members. They also left with a desire to contribute to the present ISKL community, many of them via making contacts with recent ISKL graduates attending colleges and universities throughout the world. These alumni are part of a growing group who are formally connected with the present ISKL. Currently over 2,300 alumni are registered on our ISKL website, with another 750+ joining the ISKL “official” Alumni group on Facebook since its creation just two months ago.

For those of us engaged in the activities surrounding the visit of these alumni, it was an absolutely “feel good” endeavor that reinforced the special nature of ISKL and inspired us to keep the spirit of the ISKL community alive and well. I urge all of you to become fully engaged in the ISKL community. Make some more memories for you and your children.

Paul Chmelik
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